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UNCLAS LAGOS 9674 

FROM USDEL 

DEPARTMENT REPEAT AS APPROPRIATE 

E.O. 11652 : NA 
TAGS : PORG, NI 

SUBJ : WORLD ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUES AT 
LAGOS CONFERENCE 

REF : A) LAGOS 9478:/ TEL AVIV 6282 

1 . USDEL LEARNED TODAY THAT STEERING COMMITTEE OF ANTI- APARTHEID 
CONFERENCE HAS REFUSED TO ALLOW THE WORLD ISLAMIC CONFERENCE (WIC) 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LAGOS MEETING. THE WIC REQUEST TO 
PARTICIPATE WAS REFUSED ON GROUNDS THAT: 

-THEY HAD NOT RECEIVED AN INVITATION AND 

-THE STEERING COMMITTEE WANTED TO BE EVEN-HANDED, AFTER TURNING 
DOWN A SIMILAR REQUEST FROM THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS. 

2. IN THIS GENERAL CONTEXT USDEL ALSO LEARNED THAT ARAB DELEGATIONS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO ANTI-PARTHEID CONFERENCE CAUCUSED THROUGHOUT THE DAY DISCUSSING 
DRAFT DECLARATION. WHAT EFFECT ARABS WILL HAVE IS CURRENTLY UNCLEAR. 
SO FAR THE AFRICANS HAVE REACTED NEGATIVELY TO ANY INTRODUCTION 
OF THE ZIONISM-RACISM ISSUE INTO THE DECLARATION. IT IS 
NOT CERTAIN WHETHER ARABS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN INJECTING 
LANGUAGE CONCERNING ISRAELI-SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY COLLABORATION. 
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3. FOR TEL AVIV: BELIEVE YOUMIGHT USEFULLY SHARE INFO ON 
REFUSAL OF WIC INVITATION WITH EVRON. 

EASUM 
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